
CITY OF NORTH ADAMS, MASSACHUSETTS
Office of the City Clerk

Meeting of the North Adams City Council
Tuesday, October 25, 2022

7:30 PM

MINUTES

A meeting of the North Adams City Council was held at 7:30 p.m. in Council chambers.

COUNCILORS PRESENT: Councilors Blackmer, Bona, Harpin, Obasohan, Oleskiewicz,
Sapienza, Shade, and Wilkinson; a quorum was present.

A moment of silence was observed in remembrance of Bruce Patenaude, retired firefighter.
Following the Pledge of Allegiance, the President called for approval of the minutes for the
meeting of September 13, 2022. On the motion of Councilor Shade, seconded by Councilor
Oleskiewicz, the minutes were unanimously approved.

The President called for the hearing of visitors.

Robert Cardimino, 173 East Quincy Street, spoke on Council Paper 12,185, and wanted the
Council to ask further questions on the item.

9,513-31 An ordinance to amend Chapter 7 of the Revised Ordinances, entitled
Department of Public Services, Section 7-11 regarding the change of
permit price.

Councilor Bona provided an update explaining that all the department spreadsheets have been
handed over to the Mayor’s office to compile them into one consistent spreadsheet.

On the motion of Councilor Bona, seconded by Councilor Oleskiewicz, it was VOTED to
postpone to the meeting of November 22, 2022.

11,826 An ordinance amending the Revised Ordinances of the City of North
Adams regarding the various fees established in the City Code.



On the motion of Councilor Bona, seconded by Councilor Sapienza, it was VOTED to postpone
to the meeting of November 22, 2022.

8,717-41 Mayor’s Communication #99 setting the date and time for a tax
classification public hearing.

The Mayor said that the purpose of this communication was to reserve time at the next council
meeting for the tax classification hearing.

The President filed the communication without objection.

12, 153-1 Communication from City Clerk Vallieres requesting to allow the Police
Chief and City Clerk the responsibility to assign police officers to the
polling place on Election Day.

On the motion of Councilor Wilkinson, seconded by Councilor Bona, it was VOTED to approve
the communication.

12,179 Mayor’s Communication #100 submitting an order to accept the sale of
land on River Street, Map 81, Lots 21 & 21A.

The President filed the communication without objection.

The Mayor explained that she and Assessor Lincourt had been working to get as many parcels
of land back on the taxrolls. They looked at all the properties and formed an abutter’s sale.
They gave twenty-one days for the abutters to respond. She wanted to permission to accept
these properties.

12,179 An Order accepting the sale of land on River Street, Map 81, Lots 21 &
2 1A.

On the motion of Councilor Sapienza, seconded by Councilor Wilkinson, it was VOTED by roll
call to accept the order; 8 yeas, 0 nays.

12,180 Mayor’s Communication #101 submitting an order to accept the sale of
land on Front Street, Map 107, Lot 37.

The President filed to communication without objection.

12,180 An Order accepting the sale of land on Front Street, Map 107, Lot 37.

On the motion of Councilor Oleskiewicz, seconded by Councilor Sapienza, it was VOTED by roll
call to accept the order; 8 yeas, 0 nays.



12,181 Mayor’s Communication #102 submitting an order to accept the sale of
land on River Street, Map 81, Lot 60.

The President filed the communication without objection.
12,181 An Order accepting the sale of land on River Street, Map 81, Lot 60.

On the motion of Councilor Wilkinson, seconded by Councilor Oleskiewicz, it was VOTED by roll
call to accept the order; 8 yeas, 0 nays.

12,182 Mayor’s Communication #103 submitting an order to accept the sale of
land on Bracewell Avenue, Map 80, Lot 68.

The President filed the communication without objection.

12,182 An Order to accept the sale of land on Bracewell Avenue, Map 80, Lot 68.

On the motion of Councilor Oleskiewicz, seconded by Councilor Obasohan, it was VOTED by roll
call to accept the order; 8 yeas, 0 nays.

12,183 Mayor’s Communication #104 submitting an order to accept the sale of
land on Harris Street, Map 81, Lot 163.

The President filed the communication without objection.

12,183 An Order accepting the sale of land on Harris Street, Map 81, Lot 163.

On the motion of Councilor Shade, seconded by Councilor Oleskiewicz, it was VOTED by roll call
to accept the order; 8 yeas, 0 nays.

12,184 Mayor’s Communication #105 submitting an order to accept the sale of
land on Harris Street, Map 81, Lot 164.

The President filed the communication without objection.

12,184 An Order accepting the sale of land on Harris Street, Map 81, Lot 164.

On the motion of Councilor Obasohan, seconded by Councilor Shade, it was VOTED by roll call
to accept the order; 8 yeas, 0 nays.

12,185 Mayor’s Communication #106 submitting an order to borrow $500,000 for
the City’s share of a feasibility study regarding Hoosic River Flood Control.

The Mayor explained that this is the city’s share of a project in conjunction with the federal
government to determine the possibilities of what can be done with the flood control system.



On the motion of Councilor Wilkinson, seconded by Councilor Sapienza, it was VOTED by roll
call to accept the order; 8 yeas, 0 nays.

12,186 Mayor’s Communication #107 seeking confirmation of the list of election
wardens and inspectors for the term of September 1, 2022 through
August 31, 2023.

On the motion of Councilor Oleskiewicz, seconded by Councilor Shade, it was VOTED to accept
the order.

12,187 Petition from National Grid to hold a Public Hearing for a pole location on
South State Street.

The President set the Public Hearing for Tuesday, November gth at 7:30 pm.

Open Forum

Robert Cardimino, 173 East Quincy Street, said he liked what the Mayor had to say regarding
paper 12,185.

Mayor’s Updates

The Mayor announced a Roaming Archivist position at the Library. She also announced a grant
of $32,000 for the Police Department for their K-9 Unit.

There were no committee reports or minutes.

Councilor’s Concerns

Councilor Sapienza read the mission statement of the North Adams Chamber of Commerce.

Councilor Shade said the IDEA Commission had set a date of November 14 for their next
workshop meeting.

Councilor Harping referenced the Traffic Commission meeting on October 12, and discussed
parking on both sides of Walnut Street which has caused traffic issues.

Councilor Sapienza cautioned people who are using alternative heating solutions this winter.

Councilor Bona hoped to get an update from the Mayor regarding the Public Safety Building.

Councilor Blackmer reminded people to vote.



On the motion of Councilor Sapienza, seconded by Councilor Wilkinson, it was voted to adjourn.


